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' 2/Q/VHN/RT4~64 ST220 FOR EVALUATION
SUMMARY OF DRV NAVAL RELAECTIONS OF DESOTO PATROL 31 JULY-

11 AUGUST 1964

CLASSIFIE

14 INTRODUCTIONS

THIS REPORT SUMMARIZES DRV NAVAL REFLECTIONS OF ANUD REACTIONS

TO THE DESOTO PATROL, UeSeSs. MADDOX AND U«S. Se Ce TURNER

JOYe AS NOTED IN DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATI NS INTERCEPTED AT

CLASSIFIED

USN=27 AMD USN=27J DURIKNG THE PERIOD 31 JULY - 11 AUGUST

THE UeS«S. MADDOX ARRIVED AT A POINT (ALFA) WEST OF

TIGER ISLAND AT 311120Z AND THENCE PROCEEDED NORTH ALONG

CLASSIFIED

THE DRV COAST. THE MADDOX CONTIHUED ON HER TRACK UNHIXDERED

BUT CONSTANTLY UNDER TRACKING SURVEILLA CE BY SHORE BASED

G

E :

L ELE1ENTS AND/OR VISUAL OBSERVATION BY DRV NAVAL ERTITIZES
U

)

« UNTIL APPROXIMATELY 0298@@Z WHEN In THE

-

U

VICINITY OF 19~47N/1@6-31E SHE CAME UNDER
TORPEDO ATTACK BY THREE DRV MOTOR TORPEDO BOATS.
APPR@XIMATELY THIRTY MINUTES LATER THE UeSe. S. MADDOX RETIRED TO

THE SQUTHEAST FEAVTHG OMNE MTS SURK AND Tud RADLY DAMMAGED. Q%
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_@3 AT 24 AUGUST THE UeSeSe MADDOX IN COMPAMY WITH UeSe Se Ce TURDEP

3

L : T

o JOY COUTINUED THE PATROL ALONMG A REVISED TRACK. AT Q413457 ’

ﬁ‘H{E TwWO SHIPS CAME UNDER ATTACK BY AN UNDETERMIKED :NUMBER OF

o) : :
ENEMY CRAFTe THE VESSELS AGAIN RETIRED TO THE SOUTH. ON @5 L C

0y AUGUST UeSes NAVAL AIRCRAFT RETALIATED WYITH RAIDS AGAINST CERTAIN i1

uJ ;.‘.. S

L DRV NAVAL BASESe SUBSEQUENT TO THIS UeS. RETALIATION ONLY y

m g

0 :h

jSPORADIC REFLECTIONS OF UeSe NAVAL FORCES WERE NOTED.

3]

11, DETAILS.
THE FOLLOWING IS A CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS AS REFLECTED ON

DRV NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS DURING THE PERIOD. THE ENTRY OF

United Stojes within
the revelotinn of which in any mannar te an unauthen:

-| THE DE SOTO PATROL INTO THE GULF OF TOMNKIN IS BELIEVED TO HAV

ASSIFIED

Cc

Defa-se of the

BEEN INITIALLY REFLEXTED IN DRV NAVAL COMMUKICATIONS AT 311928Z
0
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Gr

EWHEN REN THUY, HEADQUARTERS SOUTHERN FLEET, REPORTED AN "ENENMY
0
") SHIP TWENTY NAUTICAL MILES FROM LY HOA (17-38N 136-3@E) BEARIN
< g
-

U g50 DEGREESe™ AT ©11009Z THE DE SOTO ON A NORTHERLY TRANSIT

T, wark chest conteins informatian affecting the National

 ALONG THE VIETNAMESE COAST WAS AGAIN REFLECTED WHEN AN UNIDENTIFIED "o
w E L
L DRV ENTITY REPORTED ™AT SEA OFF QUA G BINH THERE IS ENEMY ACTIVITY -~
"

"

< «o AWAIT ORDERS." HAIPHONG REPORTED THE POSITION OF THE ENEMY

.

AT 1235Z AS NINE POINT THREE MILES FROM HON ME (19-21N 1@5-56E)
BEARING 148 DEGREES.

DURiﬁG THE DE SOTO PATROL'S APPROXIMATE TiO AND A HALF

TIMYITT T AMOTE TIYAM AITALI,™ DTIT»»»™1T A 1T 1111 AT a1 TA TAAYTID TImt? 11700 o



WERE REFLE{TED IM THE AREA A D WERE REPORTEDLY AWARE OF THE

C

ol

E:ENEMY'S PRESENCEe DURING THIS PERIOD THE SWATOW CLASS PGMS

iy ) _

SET-377 (EX T=185) AMND T=255 (EX T=163) WERE ADJACELNT TO HON HGU

boe £

L!(18-47~#8H 195-45-98EF) AND THE Sy ATOW CLASS PGMS T=142 AND T-14§
WERE IN THE IMMEDIATE HON ME AREA.

S THE FIRST INDICATION OF CONTEMPLATED DRV HOSTUWE REACTIOM TO

THE DE SOTOQO WAS AT ©11627Z WHEN SOUTHERM FLEET HEADQUARTERS BEN

CLASSIFIED

THUY INFORMED THE T-255 THAT THE DECISION H D BEEN MADE "TO
FIGHT TONIGHT«"™ SUBSEQUENTLY, AT ©11641Z, PROBABLY HAIPHONG
CLEARED COASTAL WATERS OF ALL SHIPPING A D FISHING VESSELS,

DIRECTING THEM TO ENTER AN NAP (20=35N 126-17E),

3

CLASSIFIED

AT ©11755Z THE FIRST MENTION OF THE™135," nOw IDENTIFIED
AS THE 135TH MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT FLOTILLA, WAS MADE. THIS UNIT,

COMPRISED OF THREE VESSELS SUBSEQUE TLY IDENTIFIED AS MTB3S

CLASSIFIED

T=333, T=336, T=339, WAS TO ARRIVE AT HON NE (19-54-4N

19 6-g@~42E) PRIOR TO ©22008Z ((SICJ))e BY 020212Z A FIFTH

FIED

. SWATOW PGM, T=166 APPEARED IN THE IMMELIATE AREA OF HIN ME. AT

-
3

- :
« 2202187 IT WAS REPORTED THAT THE T=-146 MET THE 135TH AT HON KE

%
9

AKD ALL WERE RETURKING, PROBABLY TO HOM ME. LATER, COMRADES
"TEﬁiAND "HUONG," PROBAELY MTB COMMA DERS, WERE ORDERED "TO GO

ABOhRD THE T-142 IMMEDIATELY.™ MENTION OF "629" RADIOTELEPHONE

CEAR TN THE SAME MESSAGE INDICAED THAT COMMUNTCATION BPROACEDIRES
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WERE PROBABLY O# THE AGEKDA FOR DISCUSSIOxe IN THE MEANTIME

(922429Z) THE T-142 AND T=146 WERE QUERIZD IY THEY HAD RECKIVED

SEIFIED

ORDERS AND REPLIZD THAT THEY HAD BEEN ORDERED TO RUM PARALLEL WITH

ot

~

" THE ENEMY FOLLOWING THE LAUNCH OF TORPEDOES. IN WHAT WAS PROBASLY

r, THE FIRST REPORT AFTER AN ACTUAL SIGHTING, HON ME REPORTED TO
W
L THE T=146 AT 9207097 "ENEMY IS A LARGE SHIP «.PRESENTLY
U}
)
jBEARING 125 DEGREES, DISTA CE 19 MILES, COURSE 27 DEGREES,SPEED
%)
11 KNOTS."
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S L TR ELTHEIMBO SECTION TwO OF THREE

THE UeSeSe MATDOX WAS ATTACKED AT APPROXIMATELY 920829Z

SSIFIED

-7 IN THE VICINITY OF 19-41N 196-35E, NO REFLEXTION OF THE SPECIFIC

CLA

'y ORDERS TO ATTACK WERE NOTED IN COMINTe SUBSEQUEKTLY (TOI ©219147)

THE T=i42 REPORTED THE FOLLOWING CHAIN OF EVEXTS LEABRKG UP TO

XAND THROUGH THE ATTACK. AT 2202257 THE T-146 MET THE 135TH
NOMTBIBLOTILLA AT HON NE AND AT 0204157 GUIDED THEHM

-0
D47=3( 59

CLASSIFIED

HON ME WHER THEY MET THE SWATOW CLASS PGM T=165, AT POSSIBLY

00297452. AT ©20825Z SHE REPORTED SEEING THE 135TH ATTACK THE
w

L ENEMY AND AT ©20936Z BOTH THE T-142 AHT T-146 RECEIVED ORDERS

)
)
iTO TURN BACK AND CONCENTRATE THEIR FORCES.
O
BEGINING AT ©21439Z AN IMMEDIATE CONCERN AS TO THE CONDITION
O

iy AND WHEREABQUTS OF THE VESSELS OF THE 135TH FLOTILLA WAS

L : .

) APPARENT. THE T=-142 ARD T-146 MADE EXTENSIVE SEARCPAS IN JK
n

jTEN MILE RADIUS OF i9-41N 1@6-37E AND FINALLY AT ©32031Z TwO

C

VESSELS (T=333, T-336) WERE REPORTEDLY LOCATED (IN A DAMAGED CON-

2

~DITION) IN THE VICIHITY OF HON NE BY THE T-146, AT 0308457 HAIP-

1

SIFIE

n HONG WAS MOTIFIED THATTHE T=339 WAS SUNK.

[ oy
his

ALTHOUGH AS YET UNVERIFIED BY INTERCEPT OF A “HEADQUARTERS'

CLA

CRITIQUE" WHICH HAS IN THE PAST FOLLOWED DRV REACTIONS TO HOSTILE
INCURSIONS, IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE ATTACK ON THE USS MADDOX

MAY. HAUE BEEN PREMATURELY TOUCHED OFF AFTER HAVING BEEN PLANNED
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CLAJ@”HED

n THE DEPLOYMENT OF ZJE PGMS ON @2 AUGUST THEREBY LIMITING THE ROLE
w

I

)

"ORDER THE 135

NOT

Y290 RALFEONG ORDERZED THE T-146 TO

TO MAKE WAR BY DAYe GO TOWARD SHORE AND

RETURN TO HOM ME."™ SUBSEQUENT INTERCEPT REFLECTED, IM AF

l

ITION

T-333, T=336 AND T-539, SIX SWATOW CLASS PGMS (T=-la2, T-146,

T=165, T=166, T=255 AND T-337) IN THE AREA. ALL OF THESE

XREPORTED THE

EAG

ERNESS OF THEIR CREWS TO MEET THE ENEMYe. IN

VIEy OF THE APPARENT INVOLVEMEKRT OF THE PGMS IN THE 24 AUGUST

ATTACKe THE OVER EAGERNESS OF MT3 FLOT 135 MAY HAVE HINDERED

— OF THE
uy

< LATTER IN THE ATTACK. IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE

‘U

‘D
h

X0
Lt
‘€
o ud

IF ANY PGMS WERE SUNK OR DAMAGED DURING THE ATTACK ON THE

MADDOX.

AFTER THE ATTACK, THE Ue. S« S. MADDOX PULLEFMBACK TO THE

UVICINITY OF 17-3¢gN 1928E WHERE SHE WAS JOINED BY THE USS C.

TURNER JOY FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE PATROL.

PROBABLY THE INITIAL REFLECTION OF THE 00 US DESTROYERS

((n AFTER THEIR RETURN WAS AT ©30837Z WHEN A MESSAGE BETWEEN TwO

‘<

(L)INIDEQTIFIED ENTITIESISEPORTEDS t/0 ENEMY DESTROYERS BEARING

170 DEGREES. RANGE 25 NAUTICAL MILES, COURSE @ DEGREES. AT

8309587 THE T=-142 REPORTED TWO DESTROYERS 28 MAUTICAL MILES

EAST OF HON ME.

ey T

T=142 AS THE:W ORDERED TO SHALOI THE
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DESTROYERS I AT ©311557 wAS WOTIFIED 3Y AN UNIDELTIFIED

ENTITY THAT THE @30934Z POSITION OF THE TwO DESTROYERS WAS

2@ MILES EAST OF HON ME, BEARINMG 68 DEGREES, HEADING EAST. THE

CLAquHED

y T=142 WAS TO COWTIMUE SHADOWING CLOSELY AND TO MAINTAIM

CONTINUOQUS COMMUNICATIONS WITH HEADQUARTERS AND TO CONTINUE REPORTING

~ POSITION AND GRID.

BY p4@192Z AT LEAST ONE OF THE UeSe. DESTROYERS wAS REPORTEDLY

CLASSIFIED

ABREAST OF MUI CHAO (19-42-39N 105-55E) A D STILL UNDER SUR-

VIELLANCE BY THE T-142. THE T=146 WAS A
GO IN THE GENERAL AREA

BUT ®WAS AIDING THE TWO MTBS (T=333, T=336) OF THE 135TH FLOTILLA.

DUE TO AN ALMOST COMPLETE, COKRCURRENT DRV COMMUNICATIONS SILENCE

CLASSWHED

CONCERNING

D

THE @4 AUGUST INCIDENT THE ACTUAL NUMBER ARD SPECIFIC UNITS INVOLVED

IN THE SECOUND ATTACK ON THE UeSe PATROL CANNOT BE DETERMINED.

CLASSIFIE

THE SWAZFW CLASS PGMS T-13@, T-132, T-142, T-165 AND

PPO“ABLE SWAIOW T=-379 (EX T-187) WERE IN THE IMMEDIAAE AREA

DURING THE TIME FRAME OF THE ATTACKe. ALTHOUGH UKCONFIRMED,

SIFIED

o~
-

=

LATER INTERCEPT INDICATES THAT THE MTB T-333, EVEN THOUGH

CL.A

DAMAGED, MAY HAVE ALSO PARTICIPATED.
THE Ue Se RETALIATORY ACTION FOLLOWING THE SECOKD DRV ATTACK ON
]

THEEU.S. DESTROYERS WAS REFLEKTED AT )83804Z WHEN HAIPONG

INFORMED THE T=i42 AND T-i46 THAT “ENEMY AIRCRFT HAVE 2OMRARDED
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VINH (18-41-i@N 135-42-5QE) AND OUR SHIPS AT HOK NGU (18=-48N

(8
L
o 195-47-1@E)«" THE MESSAGE ALSO ORDERED THE T-il4z, T-146 AND
0
{;2'1"-133 TO IMPROVE THEIR CAMOUFLAGE ARD TQO DISPERSE, TuENTY

C

'MINUTES LATER AT 950823Z, COMRADE LAP, EASED AT HON ME,
REPORTED TO THE DIRECTORATE THE "THREE JETS WERE IN THE PROCESS

ATTACKING OUR SHIPS AKE WAS SUNK«" THE T-142, T-146

ASSIFIED
&

r

AND T-130 WERE IN THE HON ME AREA AT THIS TIME. SINCE THE

CL

ABOVE MESSAGE THERE HAS BEEN NO REFLECTION OF PENNANT T-13@

AND ALTHOUGH UNCONFIRMED, THIS MAY HAVE BEEN THE VESSEL REPORTED

SUNK BY COMRADE LAPe. IT WAS REPORTED AT ©51556Z THAT TwO

AIRCRAFT WERE SHOT DOWN AND ONE OTHER DAMAGED.

CLASSIFIED

FOLLOWING THE ATTACK, DRV VESSELS WERE ORDERED TO RETURN TO
BAI CHAY (20~58=-24) 1@7-03E) AND WERE INFORMED THAT A MINE

CORDON IN THE XLI D'ALONG HAD BEEN PREPARED SURROUNDING AN AREA

LASSIFIED

C BOUNDED BY CORRDINATES 20-51-20N 107-04E, 20-5$20N 187-04E}

2@=51=25N 107-29E, 20~53-25N 107-09E. THE T-142 AND T-146

-ASSIFIED
Ul
o~
]
Q

Title 10

Espicnage Laws,

States within 1he maeaning of the

-

~is wark shest contains information cffecting the National Defense of the Uniled

arion i nrohitbs

793, 794 ond 798, the iransmission or the revelation of which in any maenner te an usauthiorizad o

Secrions

THIS FORM FOR INTERNAL AGENCY USE ONLY

CLASSIFIED WORK SHEET




-
3
—~

113134826/0939Z AUG

3
=1

P.L. 86-36

ZKZh RR HHA MRL DE

CLAS&hHEm

P 2609562

FM USH 27

TO DIST QUEBEC/MIKE

PLUS CNO

CLASSIFIED

DIRNAVSECGRUPAC

ZEM

FIED

=S E CR-E-TKINMBO- FINAL SECTION OF THREE

WERE NOTIFIED THAT THE TUG "BACH DANG" wOULD DEPART HAIPHONG

CLASS

AT 941800Z. THE TUG WAS TO BE UTILIZED TO TOW THE TWO DAMAGEJP
ol MTBS (T=333, T~336) BACK. HOWEVER, THE BACH DANG WAS SUBSEQUENTLY

IE

L REPORTED TO BE TOUING THE T-132, PROBABLY DAMAGED IN THE AIR

STRIKE ON @5 AUGUAT, TO BAI D'ALONG AND THE T-120 WAS TOWING

CLASSI

THE MTBS BACK TO THE SAME AREA, THE T-142 1 AS ORDERED TO BAI CHAQ
N @5 AUGUST BUT WAS UNABLE TO COMPLY DUE TO WATER IN THE FUEL

OIL. ON 96 AUGUST SHE REPORTED CH
GING OIL. THIS VESSEL

a

=

=

J‘

<r

O
HAS BEEN OBSERVED RECENTLY IN KAIPHONG PROBABLY UNDERGOING
MINOR ENGINE REPAIR.

FROM 86 THRU 11 AUGUST VERY LITTLE TRV LAVAL ACTIVITY WAS

NOTED IN OTEER THAN THE BAI D'ALONG AREA. NUMEROUS POSITIOH
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REPCRTSe A COMPLE E COLOR AND INSIGINA DESCRIPTION OF FRIEMDLY
0
L
i AIRCRAFT WAS BROADCAST BY PORT WALLUT POSSIBLY

S

“;}.INDICATIONS THAT THE NAVY MISTEXENLY SHOTDOWN ONE OF THEIR Oun

CL

PLANES. ATOO6@948Z PORT WALLUT REPORTED THE CAPTURE OF ONE
AMERICAMN PILOT ATDIQN @9 AUGUST (AT 2257Z) IKNDICATED THAT THE

BODY OF ONE AMIRICAN PIOLT HAD BEEN RECOVERED FROM THE WATER

SIFIED

u
0

<'AT AN UNDES

~I CMINED AREA ALONG THE COAST.

C

THE SO=i CLASS SUBCHASERS T=225, T=221/ T=229, T-231, ARE
KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN ACTIVE DURIKG THE PERIOLS OF ATTACK BUT

THEY WERE NOT ISOLATED BY PENNAT NUMBER UNTIL WGL VESSELS

LASSIFIED

b

C

HAD RETREATED TO THE BAI D'ALONGe AREA THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT

AS A RESULT OF THE RETALIOTORY ATTACKS THE T-225 AND T=231 MAY HAVE

a)
L
L BEEN TAMAGED.
)]
0
5 THE FOLLOWING VESSELS WERE ISOLATED BY PENNANT DURING
O
THE PERIODYSEQ JULY - 11 AUGUSTS
Sso-l CLASS SUBCHASERS
L
oy T=225 (T=25) POSSIBLY DAMAGED
m .
<
= T=227 (T=27)
)

T=229 (T=29)
T-23] (T=31) POSSIELY LAMAGED

SUATOW CLASS PGMS
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T=- P POSSIELY SUMNK

T-132 POSSIBLY DAMAGED iy
0
u_,'r-uSl; - i
0 T-140
0 -
3
PROBABLY OTC FOR THE ENTIRE PERI D
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T

=377 (EX T-185)

cting the Maoren

@ franseis ann

T-379 (EX T-187)

CLASSIFIED

.. I

MTBS - 135TH FLOTILLA ER

o T=333 DAMAGED i

L T-336 BRMAGED I
&

AS

n
¢ T=339 SUNK

Cl

TUG BACH DARG

IIX. TRACKING
i

TFE DE SOTO VESSEL(S) WERE EXTEMSIVELY TRACKED BY DRV
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RADAR FACILITIES THROUGH AT LEAST THE 04 AUGUST ATTACK.

A SUMMARY OF THIS TRACKING DATA IS IN PREPARATION AND

w
u PENDING COLLATION OF AVAILABLE INFORMATION WILL BE ISSUED IN TKE
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